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Welcome to the 2019 ICC Asia-Pacific Commercial Mediation Competition.

On behalf of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) – Australia, I warmly welcome you to 
the 2019 Asia-Pacific Commercial Mediation Competition. 

The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry is proud to represent the International 
Chamber of Commerce in Australia and to be one of the oldest affiliates of the ICC. Our network 
stretches across the country and the economy, representing businesses of all sizes and in every 
sector.   

I am proud of the work of our team here in Australia in organising and presenting this 
competition.

Through the Asia Pacific Commercial Mediation Competition, ICC Australia hopes to empower 
tomorrow’s business leaders and legal minds, equipping them with the skills and expertise to 
better meet the dispute resolution needs for international businesses, in an increasingly diverse 
and competitive global marketplace.  

This year ICC Australia is excited to continue to release a Bio booklet, as part of the competition. 
The booklet provides insights into each competitor and highlights the experience of our 
professional volunteers who are participating as judges and mediators.  We hope this is a useful 
resource for all competitors, now and into the future. 

I would like to personally thank our professional judges, mediators, session supervisors and 
coaches for investing their expertise and time into this competition. Without their effort and 
dedication, the event and the opportunities it creates would not be possible.  

I would also like to thank our generous sponsors, in particular the Victorian State Government, 
without whom an event of this significance would not have been possible. 

I would also like to acknowledge the many international universities who have travelled to be  
with us. This competition provides a unique opportunity for students to learn from and interact 
with some of Australia’s leading legal experts and  
like-minded young professionals from all corners  
of the globe. 

The winner of this year’s mediation competition  
will secure a place in the ICC Paris Commercial 
Mediation Competition. 

I wish all competitors the best of luck and look  
forward to attending the competition finals.  

James Pearson 
Chief Executive Officer
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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DAVID ADAMS
David Adams is a US-based performance and process improvement coach. 
In this capacity he offers extensive experience partnering with executives, 
professionals, managers, and employees; to analyse trends, and develop best 
practices, and process improvements. 

David is an administrator of ADR Inn of Court, and Certified NHTSA DUI/SFST 
Instructor providing Standardized Field Sobriety Testing education through 
seminars and speaking engagements as well as DUI case reviews.

ANN BECKINGHAM
Ann is Course Design Coordinator at Leo Cussen Centre for Law Practical Legal 
Training Course and responsible for skills training, including Dispute Resolution.
She delivered courses to government departments, law firms, Tasmanian Legal 
Practice Course, Masters Builders Association and in Papua New Guinea.

In practice for more than 45 years, this included time as an LIV specialist 
accredited mediator. 
Ann assists applicants making disclosure to the VIctorian Legal Admissions 
Committee for admission to the Supreme Court of Victoria, her work being 
recognised as a finalist in the Access to Justice/ Pro Bono award category 2015 
Law Institute of Victoria Awards.

NICOLETTA CIFFOLILLI
Eighteen years ago Nicoletta gave up a career as a litigation lawyer to work full 
time as a mediator.  She is a facilitator of Restorative Engagement Conferences 
for the Commonwealth Ombudsman and is a member of many mediator panels.
Nicoletta is a current member of the national Nursing and Midwifery Board of 
Australia, and a former member of various State and Federal Tribunals and the 
WA Medical Board of Australia.

She was a sessional lecturer and tutor for the WA Legal Practice Board and 
various WA universities. In September 2013 she received a LEADR Award for 
Significant Contribution to ADR.

JUDGES | MEDIATORS
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NICOLE DAVIDSON
Nicole brings a strong commercial background to her mediation work, having had 
a ten year career across law, investment banking and insolvency. She specialises 
in pre-litigation disputes including business separation, franchising and general 
commercial matters.

A nationally accredited mediator, Nicole has also completed advanced mediation 
studies at Harvard’s Program on Negotiation. She is also an experienced negotiation 
trainer and an adjunct lecturer at the College of Law and the School of Life.  

PAUL GIBSON
Paul is a full time mediator, negotiator, educator, trainer, author and conflict 
management consultant.  As a Mediator, Paul is NMAS (Australian) accredited, IMI 
Certified and is Australia’s first EU qualified cross-border mediator.
He works in Australia, and internationally resolving commercial, organisational and 
workplace disputes, and is registered as a cross-border mediator with the Belgium 
Federal Mediation Commission.  Paul combines almost 50 years of management, 
consulting, training and dispute resolution experience, with current international 
knowledge and specialist mediation training.  

In terms of mediation & dispute resolution, Paul’s particular expertise is in resolving 
commercial and contract disputes, complex technical disagreements, inter-personal 
conflicts, labour relations conflict, and complex multi-party disputes.  He has 
resolved almost 2000 disputes.  He also facilitates Community Dialogues to assist 
communities deal with the uncertainties of change and the pressures of rapid and 
ambiguous development within those communities.
Paul is also the Executive Director of the Centre for Conflict Management, based in 
Sydney

AMANDA HICKEY
Amanda is an Australian Nationally Accredited Mediator, having been involved in 
over 100 mediations both as a Mediator and Advisor. She is appointed to numerous 
mediation panels including the Commonwealth Ombudsman and Queensland 
Farm Debt Mediation.  Amanda has years of experience a Lawyer, in commercial, 
governance and litigation in addition to commercial experience as General Counsel.

Amanda has had the honour of being involved in the ICC Commercial Mediation 
Competitions in both Australia and Paris.
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ALICIA HILL
Alicia is an Accredited Specialist in Commercial Litigation, a Nationally Accredited 
Mediator and Arbitrator.  Alicia is an appointed Mediator on the Office of 
Franchising Mediation Adviser, Victorian Small Business Commission, Queensland 
Farm Debt Mediation and IP Australia mediation panels.

In addition to representing clients in mediations, Alicia acts on behalf of parties in 
all forms of commercial disputes as well as accepting appointments as Mediator, 
Arbitrator or Expert Determinator of commercial matters referred to her.
Alicia is a current Resolution Institute Committee member of the Victorian Special 
Interest Group - Mediation and regularly presents on alternate dispute resolution.

DEREK HUMPHERY-SMITH
Derek leads the international practice at Lander & Rogers, driving the firm’s 
strategy to be the independent Australian firm of choice in its key overseas 
markets: US, UK, Japan, China, Singapore and Malaysia. Derek practises in all 
areas of workplace relations and safety law. He operates extensively across both 
the public and private sectors with experience in all Australian jurisdictions. 

Derek appears regularly before the Fair Work Commission, various equal 
opportunity commissions and tribunals and has developed an extensive series of 
training workshops used by many national and international employers.

Derek regularly conducts sensitive workplace mediations as a compelling 
alternative to traditional workplace dispute resolution. Derek has been recognised 
in every annual edition of Best Lawyers in Australia since 2008 for his expertise in 
Labour and Employment Law and Occupational Health & Safety.

DANIELLE HUNTERSMITH
Danielle is a nationally accredited advanced mediator.  She is also an accredtied 
FDRP.  She is a barrister and a highly skilled dispute resolver, with over 25 years 
of experience resolving disputes in many different areas from highly complex, 
multi-party commercial disputes to disagreements between neighbours, families 
or members of sporting clubs.  

Danielle sits on various mediation panels and has mediated and conciliated 
thousands of disputes and has also taught mediation, conciliation and conflict 
management to a variety of people from judges to university students.  Danielle 
has also conducted numerous hearings during her years on the liquor licensing 
panel. 
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ALAN HUTCHISON
Dr Alan Hutchison is a nationally accredited professional mediator through the 
NMAS (workplace, commercial and community dispute resolution). He is an 
experienced people leader, team builder and project driver, with a successful 
background in public relations and community networks. Additionally, he is the 
Director of Agenda Mediation. 

As the Founding Partner and Director of Agenda for Life, Alan is skilled in 
research, report writing, editing and publication. His research experience extends 
to doctorial research in policy, analysis and evaluation.

CELIL KARDASLAR
My name is Celil Kardaslar and I am a LLB (Hons) graduate who is currently a 
trainee lawyer. I am also a former competitor from the 2018 ICC Asia Pacific 
competition and a recipient of the Peter McMullin Award. I champion myself in 
excellence, diligence and hard work.

After participating in more than 5 international moots during my studies I 
understand that a lot of hard work goes into these competitions. I have a strong 
interest in Mediation, Arbitration and in Commercial Law coupled with a strong 
interest in Politics. 

JON KENFIELD
Jon Kenfield is a Grade 1 Commercial Arbitrator and is one of Australia’s most 
experienced Mediators and Family Business Advisers. Jon has been involved 
in professional training for many years and has developed workshops on many 
topics including: communication, negotiation, facilitation, mediation; values & 
visioning;  problem solving & decision making;  succession planning & business 
continuity;  leadership and family business best practice.

Jon established boutique practice: Dispute Solutions, with the aim to provide 
innovative conflict management processes for clients who wanted practical 
solutions without pitched battles and enormous fees.

Additionally, Jon has an honours degree in law, and has been a chartered 
accountant for over 30 years, with senior positions as a principal/director in two of 
the “Big 4” firms.  
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JAMES LAWRENCE
James Lawrence is the Executive Director of the Blakely Advocacy Institute 
(University of Houston Law Center). He currently teaches Negotiation in Sports 
and Advocacy Survey. He also oversees the Law Center’s highly successful 
Interscholastic Competition Teams. 

He is principal with Trial Science Solutions where he studies judge, jury and 
arbitrator decision-making. Mr Lawrence is the Communications Expert for the 
NITA/ ABA Family Law Trial Advocacy Institute and he is a Fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators. He is the co-editor of the American Arbitration Association’s 
Yearbook on Arbitration and the Law. He is also a qualified Mediator in Texas. 

MARG LESER
Marg is an independent facilitator and accredited mediator – working with 
a particular focus on applying collaborative facilitation and mediation to 
organizational change, leadership development and community engagement 
projects. Marg Leser and Associates has extensive experience in the not-for-
profit sector encompassing projects on governance, community building and 
networking, working with community boards of management, cross-cultural 
engagement and training and development in all of these areas. 

Marg is a coordinator of leadership development mentors for Leadership Victoria, 
and an Associate Member, Institute of Community Directors Australia.

DENNIS LINER
Dennis is an Accredited Specialist Mediator with the Law Institute of Victoria, a 
Resolution Institute Advanced Mediator, auDRP Panellist and Mediator with the 
Institute of Public Administration.

With over 47 years of legal practice, Dennis’ areas of experience include 
building and property matters, retail leases, taxation, wills and probate, trusts, and 
commercial and general litigation. With regards to mediation cases, his experience 
extends to commercial matters, contracts, personal injuries, leases, and inter-
personal disputes.

Dennis has worked as a mediation coach and trainer with the Resolution Institute, 
Bond University, Monash Univeristy, Latrobe University, Deakin University and the 
University of Queensland. 
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TERRI LOUREY
Terri is a freelance mediator based out of Melbourne. She holds an interest in 
dispute resolution and has experience in event management. 

Terri participated in the 2019 ICC Asia Pacific Commercial Mediation Competition 
as a professional volunteer mediator. 

BOL MATHIANG
Bol is a law/arts graduate of Victoria University, where he is the activities officer 
of the Dictum Society. In 2017, he won the Victorian University Junior Moot 
Competition. Bol has experience as a legal assistant with Matthew White and 
Associates Criminal Law Firm, as well as volunteer experience at both Elisa 
Rothschild Family Law Firm and Gorman Chambers. 

In 2018, Bol won the Peter McMullin Award at the ICC Asia Pacific Commercial 
Mediation Competition. 

DANIEL MYERS
Daniel heads up the firm’s family law practice. He’s since practiced exclusively in 
all aspects of family law matters, including both simple and complex property and 
parenting disputes. Daniel’s experience also includes working for five years as a 
volunteer at the Fitzroy Legal Service family law clinic.

Although Daniel has frequently run matters in the Family Court, he’s a strong 
advocate of helping clients to resolve disputes outside of Court. In May 2017, 
Daniel became a nationally accredited mediator via the Australian Institute of 
Family Law Arbitrators and Mediators, and where possible, he encourages clients 
to reach their own agreement in a respectful and dignified manner through 
processes such as mediation and collaborative law. 

Daniel is actively engaged in the Melbourne Jewish community, both 
professionally and socially.
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WILL PRYOR
William Pryor is a professionally Accredited Mediator; who prior to starting his 
Mediation Practice, worked in senior roles within the Property and Construction 
industries for the last 35 years. 

As a professionally Accredited Mediator specialising in Building/ Construction/ 
Property Development and associated cases, Will brings this vast experience 
to assist the litigants reach the most viable and timely solution. His knowledge, 
understanding and experience cover a wide range from Federal, State and Local 
Governments to large and small private enterprises involving Tier 1 to Tier 3 (large 
to small) type projects.

DONNA ROSS
Donna Ross is the principal of Donna Ross Dispute Resolution. She is an 
accredited specialist mediator in Australia (LIV, NMAS) and accredited in New 
York, an arbitrator and an international negotiator. She is admitted in Australia 
and New York and represents clients in mediations, arbitrations and contract and 
settlement negotiations.

Donna is on a number of ADR panels and chairs Resolution Institute’s Victorian 
Arbitration and Chapter Committees. She teaches mediation, negotiation and 
arbitration in private courses and is a and faculty member of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators of which she is also a Fellow and the Australian Disputes 
Centre.

KIMBERLEY SCHREIBER
I am an attorney licensed in Tennessee and Indiana. My practice is primarily family 
and criminal law. I have taken the NHTSA DUI course for Standardized Field 
Sobriety Test (SFST) Trainers and enjoy teaching other attorneys about the NHTSA 
manual. Additionally, I am a Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 31 Listed Mediator 
and approved trainer in Civil/General and Family Mediation. I am also Specially 
Trained in Domestic Violence Issues and Elder Mediation. 

I have had the privilege of training mediators all over the world for the past several 
years and was a finalist Judge for the International Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual mediation competition. I am a FINRA Arbitrator. I enjoy speaking about 
law, ethics, DUI and mediation through seminars, approved CLE/CME courses, 
television appearances and international keynote speaking engagements.
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MATTHEW SHEPHERD
Matthew Shepherd has been a practicing solicitor since his admission in 1990. 
He is accredited by the NSW Law Society as a family law specialist and has been  
a nationally accredited mediator since 2010. Matthew is a member of the NSW 
Law Society Dispute Resolution Committee, Family Law Committee and the Law 
Society Advisory Committee for Specialist Accreditation in Dispute Resolution. 

With several bachelor and master degrees in Arts and Law, Matthew’s list of 
qualifications include a Master of Dispute Resolution (Hons), and completion of 
the Advanced Negotiation Masterclass at Harvard. 
Matthew specialises in resolving legal and financial issues which arise from 
relationship breakdowns without requiring the Court system. 

PAUL SILLS
Paul is a barrister with 25 year’s experience dealing with both commercial 
litigation and mediation.
He has been engaged in mediation as a legal adviser and client since 1995 
and as a mediator since 2010. These have included multi parties and complex 
issues surrounding Treaty of Waitangi Issues, aviation disasters, leaky homes and 
construction. Paul has completed the Advanced Mediation Course at the Harvard 
Program on Negotiation.

Paul’s appointments include Associate Member of AMINZ, Netball New Zealand 
Disciplinary Committee chairman, panel of mediators for the Marine Industry 
Association and the Franchise Association of New Zealand, Triathalon NZ Age 
Group Adjudicator and a member of the panel of mediators for the New Zealand 
Law Society. 

ANNE SUTHERLAND-KELLY
Anne is the principal of Sutherland Kelly Mediation. Anne is a Law Institute of 
Victoria Accredited Specialist in Mediation and has held various appointments as 
mediator, conciliator and arbitrator in Melbourne and Sydney. She is currently a 
mediator appointed to VCAT. Prior to establishing her mediation practice, she was 
a solicitor at Corrs Chambers Westgarth and then worked in human rights law 
reform. 

Anne is a Senior Fellow, Faculty of Law, Monash University where she lectures 
in commercial alternative dispute resolution. Anne has participated in the ICC 
Mediation Competition, Paris, since 2015. Anne is a member of the Steering 
Committee for the ICC Australia Asia-Pacific Competition. 
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MADISON HUGHES
Bachelor of Laws (Hons) and Bachelor of Arts 
Madison is in her final year of a Law and Arts conjoint, majoring in Politics and 
International Relations, and Spanish. She is excited to meet new people with shared 
interests and develop her dispute resolution skills throughout the competition. 

In her spare time she loves skiing and hiking and intends to pursue a career in property 
law next year. 

SUSIE MCCLUSKEY
Bachelor of Laws (Hons) and Bachelor of Arts 
Susie is excited to join the University of Auckland team for the ICC Asia-Pacific 
Commercial Mediation Competition. She hopes to develop her mediation skills and is 
interested in the international commercial law element of the competition. Susie is in her 
fourth year of a Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts conjoint degree, majoring in Politics 
and International Relations. 

She loves to travel and coaches dance students.  

LOUIS NORTON
Bachelor of Laws (Hons) and Bachelor of Arts (Hons)
Louis is in the final year of his law degree. In entering the competition, he is looking 
forward to taking on a new challenge and developing practical skills in mediation and 
alternative dispute resolution. 

Outside his studies, Louis is heavily involved in competitive pipe bands and has 
participated in various band competitions around the world.  

BENJAMIN JONATHAN SETO
Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Commerce
Ben is thrilled to represent the University of Auckland at the ICC Asia-Pacific Commercial 
Mediation Competition. Ben is in his fourth year of a Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of 
Commerce conjoint degree. He is majoring in Finance and Accounting. He looks forward 
to analysing complex situations, developing his mediation skills and meeting new people! 

He loves to ski and run in his spare time.

UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND
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BHOPAL, NATIONAL LAW INSTITUTE UNIVERSITY

ARYAN GUPTA
B.A.LLB (Hons.)
Currently in the fifth year of his law degree, Aryan is an avid mooter with a keen interest in 
both national laws and international trade law. He is the Co-convenor of the Alternate Dispute 
Resolution Cell for the University and has been an indispensable part of the organisation 
since his first year, spearheading several initiatives as well as mediation related events. 

Aryan is also a Senior Member of the University’s Placement Co-ordination Committee and 
has partaken in several mediation competitions. 

APARAJITA MARWAH
B.A.LLB (Hons.)
Aparajita is pursuing her law degree and is currently in her third year. She is an active 
member of the Alternate Dispute Resolution Cell for the University since her first year and 
has been a significant contributor to the organisation’s successful media campaigns for 
raising awareness on mediation as well as for the University’s mediation tournaments. 

She is a member of the Commercial and Business Law Cell and is also a mooter having 
participated in several international moot court competitions. She is also a member of 
PULER – a student run initiative for teaching underprivileged children.

SAAVNI KAMATH
B.A.LLB (Hons.)
Saavni is a third year student, pursuing her law degree. She is an avid mooter and has 
participated in several national as well as international moot court competitions. She has 
been a part of the University’s Law Review since her first year and her contribution towards 
the cell has been integral to its growth in the past years. She is an active member of 
Alternate Dispute Resolution Cell as well as the Commercial and Business Law Cell. She 
is also a serving member of the University’s Placement Co-ordination Committee and has 
helped in the organisation of various events throughout the year.

SPANDANA SINGH
B.A.LLB (Hons.)
Spandana is currently in the third year of her law degree. An experienced mooter, she has 
taken part in several arbitration law moot court competitions. She is an integral member 
of the University’s Alumni Affairs Cell and has helped coordinate various events, such as 
workshops and meets, for the same. 

Over the past year, she has been involved in the media work for the University’s flagship 
mediation tournament, organised by the Alternate Dispute Resolution Cell in partnership with 
INADR. Her contributions in Commercial and Business Law Cell’s journal have been notable 
and have earned her commendation from many.
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FERNANDO JR GALLIETO
Juris Doctor
Fernando is an international student at La Trobe University. He is currently employed at 
the Victorian Bar Inc. assisting barristers in earning their CPD units through Education 
and Dispute Resolution Seminars and Workshops. Previously, Fernando volunteered at 
Maharaj Lawyers as a legal trainee working directly with the Director of the company. 

He is in the process of finishing his mediation accreditation with VADR. He is looking 
forward to joining the ICC competition, to gain more experience in dispute resolution 
and negotiation.

MYLES TRACY
Juris Doctor
Myles is a second-year student enrolled in the Juris Doctor at La Trobe University 
in Melbourne, Australia. Alongside his studies, Myles works at the Supreme Court of 
Victoria, in the Funds in Court Office.  Funds in Court manages money and assets held 
in trust for people under legal disability. 

Myles hopes that the ICC Asia Pacific Commercial Mediation Competition will be 
an exciting learning experience and looks forward to meeting other students and 
professionals. 

THI MINH THU VO
Juris Doctor
Thu is excited about the ICC Mediation 2019 competition as she has previously 
attended a course on Business Negotiation and Deal-making in her Master of Laws 
and this is a precious opportunity to actually apply what she learnt. It would be an 
unforgettable experience as this is her first competition on behalf of La Trobe Law 
school. 

Throughout the training, she has witnessed the enthusiasm and passion of previous 
contestants and this motivates her to thrive harder in the competition. She hopes that 
one day she could become an expert in this field to help commercial parties resolve 
their problems. 

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY
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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

SCOTT DRAPER
Juris Doctor
I am in my seventh year of study (I know). I undertook an undergraduate degree 
in Arts, majoring in Creative Writing, and simultaneously completed a Diploma in 
Languages [German]. Recognising my slim chances of becoming the next J.K. 
Rowling or Kafka, I have been studying at the Melbourne Law School for the past three 
years, expecting to graduate in July 2019. 

In my spare time, I enjoy long, romantic walks to the Law School vending machine, 
and pouring through luxurious 100-page readings. This year I won the Frank Pinkerton 
Scholarship for my essay on Intellectual Property rights in games.

ELIAH CASTIELLO
Juris Doctor
I have just finished my Juris Doctor candidacy at the University of Melbourne. I 
completed an undergraduate degree in Social Science and Legal and Dispute 
Studies at RMIT University, subsequently completing a Bachelor of Criminal Justice 
Administration (Honours) in international law. 

In anticipation of my illustrious graduate career completing editorial and administrative 
tasks, I have been an Editor for two academic journals: the Melbourne Journal of 
International Law and the Peter McMullin Centre on Statelessness & Citizenship 
Review. Recently, I founded a non-profit organisation dedicated to compiling animal law 
in the ASEAN region: the Comparative ASEAN Animal Law Library.

COLE BODELL
Juris Doctor 
Cole Bodell is a 2019 Juris Doctorate at Melbourne Law School. Hailing from the 
United States, Cole has come a long way to study law in Melbourne.  He received a 
B.S. in Sports Management and an A.A. in Liberal Studies from New York University 
as part of his undergraduate studies. For over the past five years, he has worked for 
Major League Soccer in a variety of capacities ranging from Events consultant to Video 
Consultant for their digital space.  

His favorite interests are practicing yoga, listening to music, and connecting with 
people. Last, Cole loves ice cream to a fault.
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CHARLIE NAUGHTON
Bachelor of Law/ Commerce
Charlie is in his fourth year of Law/Commerce at Monash University, majoring in Finance. He 
has done a university exchange to Lyon, France in 2018, and has focused on commercial law 
subjects in his Law degree. He is interested in the competition to learn more about the role of 
the ICC in dispute resolution as an alternative to litigation via the courts. 

Charlie also enjoys hiking and playing violin on the weekends.

JONATHAN BEH
Bachelor of Law/ Commerce
Jonathan is in his sixth and final year of a Law/Commerce double degree at Monash University. 
He has had a wide variety of experiences, ranging from commercial law to public policy and 
consulting, and was interested in the ICC Mediation Competition because of the practical 
commercial negotiation skills involved that would be applicable in any industry. 

In his spare time, Jonathan enjoys reading and exploring Melbourne’s bustling food scene.

 

ASHLEY CHOW
Bachelor of Law/ Arts
Ashley Chow is a 5th year Arts/Law student who moonlights as a copywriter. She is also the 
Co-Founder and Editor of ‘A Reasonable Standard - Wellbeing for Law Students.’ Established in 
2018, this digital platform aims to shares honest and transparent stories about struggling with 
mental health while at Law School. This platform is being funded by Monash University, with 
plans to implement it across all Melbourne Law Schools. 

When she’s not writing or studying law, you can find her taking up space in Melbourne cafes 
and drinking bottomless mugs of Prana Chai. 

THOMAS WADDINGHAM
Bachelor of Law/ Biomedical Science
Thomas Waddingham was born and raised in Tasmania. After completing Year 12 at St. 
Patrick’s College in Launceston, he relocated to Melbourne in 2017 and enrolled in a double 
degree in Law and Biomedical Sciences at Monash University. 

Currently in his third year, Thomas is working as a private tutor and chess coach while 
also embracing the various opportunities presented in Melbourne. He is looking forward to 
completing his degree and embarking on a career in law.

MONASH UNIVERSITY
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UNIVERSITY OF NSW

JESSICA SHAO
Bachelor of Law/ International Studies
Jessica is in her fourth year of a Bachelor of International studies/ Bachelor of Laws 
degree at the University of New South Wales (UNSW). In 2018, she represented the 
university at the Australian Law Student’s Association Negotiation Competition, where 
the team placed first nationally. This year, she will represent Australia at the International 
Negotiation Competition 2019 Tokyo in July. She has a keen passion for negotiation 
and mediation and has placed highly in various external and internal competitions. She 
currently works as a paralegal in commercial litigation. In her spare time, Jessica enjoys 
playing Oztag, taking dance classes and travelling.

MICHELA CASTIGLIA
Bachelor of Laws/ International Studies

Michela is in her third year of Bachelor International Studies/ Bachelor of laws at the 
University of New South Wales (UNSW). Michela has represented the University at multiple 
national and international university debating tournaments, including most recently at the 
Austral-Asia University Debating Championship in Bali. She is an experienced debater 
who has competed in the final rounds of major intervarsity competitions. Michela also 
won her university’s internal mediation competition in 2018. Michela currently works as 
a paralegal. Michela in her spare time enjoys learning languages and hopes to be able to 
learn at least three languages in her lifetime.

VISHNU NATESH
Bachelor of Laws/ Arts

Vishnu is in his third year of Bachelor Arts/ Bachelor of Laws at the University of New 
South Wales (UNSW). Vishnu has represented the University at multiple international 
debating tournaments and has spoken in the finals of major intervarsity competitions. 
Vishnu has been in the grand finals of the 2017 and 2018 internal negotiation 
competitions as well as being a grand finalist in the 2018 witness examination 
competition. Vishnu currently works as a research assistant in Chambers. Vishnu in his 
spare time loves playing cricket and hopes to one day visit Lords to watch a Test match.

SRIVATSAV MOORTHY
Bachelor of Laws/ Commerce

Sriv is a penultimate year Bachelor of Laws/Bachelor of Commerce student majoring in 
finance at the University of New South Wales. Sriv developed his interest in negotiation 
and mediation through success in internal competitions and in 2018 he represented the 
university at the HSF NLU Delhi International Negotiation Competition. Sriv currently works 
as a part-time consultant in the M&A Legal and Tax space and casually works as a card 
dealer for poker tournaments in Sydney. In his spare time, Sriv tries his hand at playing 
poker, cricket and dabbles into short film making and writing.
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CHRISTY MULLEN
Bachelor of Laws and Diploma of Legal Practice
Christy has a Bachelor of Business majoring in Human Resources and is in her fourth year 
of a Bachelor of Law and commencing a Diploma of Legal Practice at the University of 
Newcastle. She has an interest in employment law, international human rights, international 
trade law and alternative dispute resolution.  

Outside of University she enjoys walking her dogs.
 

GABRIELLE MULRY
Juris Doctor and Diploma of Legal Practice
Gabrielle has a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Science with a focus on Politics and Social Policy. 
She is into her final year of a Juris Doctor and upon graduation hopes to work in the area of 
Family Law. She has developed her interest in Mediation and Negotiation though experiences 
at the University of Newcastle and this has facilitated her passion to work in the area. 

Gabrielle combines her passion for the law with travel and has recently returned from 
China where she was fortunate enough to be able to observe lectures in subjects such as 
international arbitration and alternative dispute resolution.

ELYSSIA GASPAROTTO
Bachelor of Laws and Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice
Elyssia; a former national swimming champion, has a Bachelor of Aboriginal Professional 
Practice and is now in her penultimate year of a Bachelor of Laws (Honours) / Graduate 
Diploma of Legal Practice. Elyssia was recognised as an emerging leader by Humanitarian 
Affairs and selected to travel to Bangkok, Thailand for the 9th University Scholars Leadership 
Symposium to promote awareness of global citizenship, social justice and the 17 x 
Sustainable Development Goals set by the United Nations. Shortly after Elyssia returned to 
Bangkok for the Emerging Leaders Peace Summit and is currently fulfilling the role of a United 
Nations Peace Ambassador for Humanitarian Affairs. 

Elyssia is interested in working with high-profile clients and exceptionally complex transactions. 
She wishes to advance her skills to meet the dispute resolution needs of international 
businesses in an increasingly cross-cultural and global marketplace.
 

UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE
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OP JINDAL GLOBAL UNIVERSITY

JAYANTH POTHARAJU 
B.A.LLB (Hons)
I am an amateur musician and am interested in Art, Technology and occasionally play 
Table Tennis. Naturally, as a lawyer I am interested in Intellectual Property Law. I have 
interned with Music Companies and Lawyers alike. 

I strongly believe ADR is the way to ‘tune’ in to so that stalemate disputes are avoided 
and speedy settlements are arrived at so law can progress at pace with the ever 
dynamic technology. 

SHIVAM KATARIA
B.A.LLB (Hons)
As a law student, I started out rather disinterested. I chose law to escape a course in 
Sciences. However, Law school has shaped my journey into liking the law and then 
hating it still for all its loopholes. 

Today, I believe no legal system can exist without incorporating best ADR practices of 
Mediation and Negotiation, especially in India where the backlog in the judicial system 
is so profound. I plan to make it an integral part of my practice as a future litigator. 

I expect the ICC Mediation Competition to help me gain the requisite skills and build 
international contacts to give me impetus in that direction.
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RMIT 1

ALEXANDRA KASTRO
Juris Doctor
Kastro is a first year Juris Doctor student with a background in youth criminal justice and 
communications. After completing her undergrad in Professional Communications, she found 
her passion in the law by volunteering as an Independent Person.

She was born in Australia but spent the first few years of her life in Syria and Palestine. She 
has a special interest in negotiation due her father’s career in business negotiations. He 
would make her negotiate everything from her pocket money to her curfew, and after each 
negotiation would sit her down and explain to her how to improve.

BROOKE ALLAN
Juris Doctor
Brooke Allan, a second year Juris Doctor student. Her background is in Criminal Justice. She 
has always been interested in law as she studied it in high school and her bachelor degree.

She decided the pursuit of law as a career was for her when interning at the Victorian Bar in 
2017 and witnessing the negotiation skill of barristers up close.

ELYSSIA GASPAROTTO
Juris Doctor
Steph is currently in her first year of her Juris Doctor studies. She holds a degree in 
Communications with a major in Media Production. Before beginning her studies with 
RMIT she worked in community radio and NGO groups supporting their media and 
outreach programs. As a student of law, she is keen to converge background interests in 
communication and power theory, narrative justice and advocacy.

Steph’s interest in resolution processes began in high school when she was a peer mediator. 
She completed Negotiation Dispute Resolution at RMIT in 2019.
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RMIT 2

YASH KHANNA
Bachelor of Criminal Justice
My name is Yash Khanna (20 yrs), I am currently a second-year student studying 
Bachelor of Criminal Justice at RMIT in Melbourne. I am currently working in retail as a 
casual employee however I would love to work in the field of dispute resolution in the 
future. I was born in New Delhi, India however I moved to Australia in 2007. I speak 
two languages Hindi and English.

In my spare time, I like to watch a lot of sport and tv shows, and I also play weekly 
basketball with my friends.

CHHAVI RANA
Justice and Criminology
I was born in Delhi that is the country capital of India. I am studying Justice and 
criminology from RMIT. I did my bachelor’s in law from India and worked as lawyer in 
Delhi High Court.

I am currently working as an intern in Department of Justice Victoria and assist 
supervisors over legal matters. My native language is Hindi.
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ISABELLA TAN
LL.B. Programme
Isabella believes she belongs in another era, where the music is better but there is Wifi. 
Among other things, she loves talking about art, food, theatre, going for museum visits, 
nature-travelling and occasionally discussing the formation of geographical landforms. 

To prove that she has a life outside of law school, she also dabbles in guitaring, Muay Thai 
and, more often that not, video gaming. 
 

JOELLE LOY EN QI
LL.B. Programme
Since young, Joelle has enjoyed negotiating. Especially with her mother about how many 
more minutes of sleep she should be allowed each morning. Which may or may not have 
caused her high school teacher to say that she wouldn’t go very far in life because she was 
late (once... a semester). But Melbourne’s somewhat far. 

She probably should have listened to her mother more; that refrain is, after all, rooted in some 
ancient Chinese proverb or pop song — one of the two. Her teammates will be relieved to 
know that her grasp of the law supersedes her mastery of Mandarin. 

DARRYL LAU CHUNG KIT
LL.B. Programme
You may have come across certain people in your life you may describe as a “man with a 
plan”. Darryl is not one of them, choosing instead to simply make the best of what he has. 
When he’s not driving his friends crazy with his terrible jokes, 

Darryl enjoys spending his free time making music. Though he sounds his best in the shower, 
his idea of a good time is sitting in his room, attempting to recreate the latest earworm on his 
guitar/piano.  

DARREN WONG JING SHEN
LL.B. Programme
Darren would like to begin by apologizing for this poor photograph. He assures everyone that 
he is a genuinely nice and friendly person, contrary to what this photograph may suggest. 

An avid church-goer, Darren also enjoys music and sports amongst other interests and hopes 
that he will discover a greater interest in studying before the end of his time in law school.

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE
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WEST BENGAL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF 
JURIDICAL SCIENCES

AASTHA MALHOTRA
B.A.LLB (Hons)
Aastha Malhotra, a third year student reading law at the West Bengal National University 
of Juridical Sciences, has previously represented her university at the Hong Kong 
edition of the ICC Commercial Mediation Competition. 

With a keen interest in international relations and policy-making, she thoroughly enjoys 
competitive debating and researching towards the development of non-adversarial 
means of conflict resolution. She wishes to pursue a career in the combining of ADR 
mechanisms with the achievement of gender justice in South Asia. 

ABHISHEK HAZARI
B.A.LLB (Hons)
Abhishek Hazari is in the final year of his BA.LLB course in the West Bengal National 
University of Juridical Sciences (WBNUJS). He has a keen interest in public speaking 
and problem-solving competitions and has taken part in the 15th ELSA-WTO Moot 
Court Competition (Presently the John H. Jackson Moot Court Competition) on World 
Trade Law and the 2nd CCI-NLUD on competition law. 

He believes that mediation could potentially solve the major problems faced by the 
justice delivery system in India, which largely stem from the overburdening of courts 
and an immense backlog of cases.

YASH RAJ MEHRAN
B.A.LLB (Hons)
Yash is a second-year law student at the West Bengal National University of Juridical 
Sciences. Being an individual of varied interests, he enthusiastically participates in 
competitive debating, which provides him with a platform to discuss compelling issues 
covering a diverse range of topics. 

Being over 6ft tall, it is only obvious that Yash chose basketball as his sport of choice. 
He plays the sport at the varsity level, representing the university team. 

This being his first practical association with Alternate Dispute Resolution, he wishes to 
explore the avenues that it has to offer, in his pursuit of becoming a corporate lawyer. 
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The ICC Australia Asia-Pacific Commercial Mediation Competition allows 
university students to practice valuable skills in mediation, an essential 
area of dispute resolution in International Commercial Law. 

The competition aims to develop tomorrow’s business leaders and legal 
minds, equipping them with the skills to better meet the dispute resolution 
needs of international businesses in an increasingly cross-cultural and 
global marketplace.  
 
Students will learn to effectively combine the use of mediation and 
collaborative problem-solving skills to successfully represent parties’ 
interests and progress towards a settlement.

About the competition
Over three days, university teams from Australia and the Asia-Pacific 
region compete. In teams of 2-4, the best and brightest students resolve 
international commercial disputes through mediation. 

Guided by professional mediators, and following the ICC Mediation Rules, 
teams performance are evaluated by the region’s best dispute resolution 
specialists.

About this book
This Bio Booklet provides information on each of the participants from 
Universities competing in teh 2018 Asia-Pacific Commercial Mediation 
Competition. It also showcases our Professional Volunteers who are 
participating as Judges and Mediators.
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